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Online Learning Helps 
Health Programs Expand 


More Students Choosing 
UMass Lowell Because of 
Convenience 

C athy Spinney started the 

health-care management mas¬ 
ter's degree program at UMass 
Lowell in a traditional classroom 
setting. But because her job as a 
vice president with Yankee Alliance 
in Andover requires her to travel 
frequently, getting to class was often 
challenging. 

But thanks to the growth of 
online and "blended" program 
offerings at UMass Lowell, that's 
no longer such a problem for her and 
the many other professionals who 
pursue degrees and certificates here. 

Health care management, in 
which Spinney is pursuing her 
degree, is one of the areas that has 
seen tremendous growth in enroll¬ 
ment because some classes are 


offered entirely online and the blend¬ 
ed courses require students to come 
to campus only a few times a semes¬ 
ter while getting most of their 
instruction on the Web. 

"For our master's program, 
it's very, very convenient for the 
students because most are working 
full-time. It's very difficult for them 
to come to class every week," says 
Beverly Volicer, chair of the 
Department of 
Community and Health 
Sustainability. 

Volicer, who has more 
than two decades of expe¬ 
rience teaching in a tradi¬ 
tional classroom setting, 
has transitioned into the 
world of virtual teaching 
in recent years. This 
semester, she's been teach¬ 
ing quantitative methods 
for health management, a 
required course in the 


health management and policy pro¬ 
gram that is offered in a blended for¬ 
mat, and, in the fall, teaches health 
data analysis, required for the clinical 
pathology graduate certificate, 
offered entirely online through 
Continuing Studies. 

The clinical pathology program 
has grown dramatically because of 
the online option. 


Continued on Page 2 
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'Green Team/ Just Named, Will 
Meet Soon to Target Initiatives 


Team Includes 20-Plus 
Members from Across 
University Community 

T he newly-appointed "Green 
Team," named two weeks ago 
to develop a comprehensive, 
campus-wide recycling initiative, 
will come together for lunch at 
Alumni Library on May 22 to discuss 
plans and objectives, according to 
Rich Lemoine, the UMass Lowell 
assistant director of Environmental 
Health and Safety. 

"We will be coming together to 
review past and present measures, as 
well as to focus on objectives for the 
coming year," Lemoine says. He 
adds that specific items on the agen¬ 
da will include recycling measures, 
options for a further greening of the 


campus and possible marketing ini¬ 
tiatives. 

The long-term goals of the Green 
Team will include the creation of 
sustainable reuse and recycling 
programs, implementation of cost¬ 
saving waste management methods, 
establishment of environmentally 
sensitive purchasing procedures, and 
full engagement of the University 
community. 

The Team, which consists of 
20-plus members from virtually 
every facet of University life — stu¬ 
dent affairs, dining, grounds mainte¬ 
nance, athletics, art, public affairs, 
purchasing, facilities, residence 
life, and several more — was named 
formally by the chancellor just fol¬ 
lowing his inaugural. It also includes 
at least four student members. 

Continued on Page 2 


A Bird's Eye View 
at UMass Lowell 

Breeding Pair of Falcons 
Take Up Residence 
atop Fox Hall 

Y ou can say that for this high¬ 
flying couple, they have the 
best view of the entire UMass 
Lowell campus. From their pent¬ 
house atop the 18-story Fox Hall on 
UML East, they enjoy a command¬ 
ing view of the University, the 
Merrimack River and beyond. But 
the pair of peregrine falcons that 
had chosen to call Fox Hall home 
wants to keep their daily lives pri¬ 
vate, and they'll do anything to 
make sure it stays that way. 

Peregrine falcons (scientific 
name Falco peregrinus) are the 
fastest birds on Earth, capable of 
diving from great heights at speeds 
of up to 200 miles per hour. These 
raptors tend to nest on rocky cliffs 

Continued on Page 3 


70 Plastics 

Engineering 

Students 

Receive 

Scholarships 

Assistance in the 
Range of $1,000 per 
Academic Year 

S eventy UMass Lowell 

undergraduate and gradu¬ 
ate students in plastics engi¬ 
neering recently received financial 
support from 26 endowed scholar¬ 
ship funds for the academic year 
2008-09. The monetary values 
vary, but most of the scholarships 
are in the range of $1,000 per 
academic year. 

"These funds have been creat¬ 
ed through the generosity of our 
alumni, corporate partners and 
even members of the plastics engi¬ 
neering faculty," says department 
Chair Robert Malloy. He credits 
the program's success to the 
efforts of the University's Office 
of Advancement in working with 
the community to establish these 
funds, which awards scholarships 
annually in perpetuity. About 20 
percent of the recipients are stu¬ 
dents from other countries, 
including India, Indonesia, 
Thailand and Israel. 

"We know many of our stu¬ 
dents struggle financially, many 
of them ending up working an 
excessive number of hours," says 
Malloy. "This really hurts their 
ability to do well in courses and 
impacts our retention rates. 
Scholarship support is one way 
to limit the number of hours 
students work." 

Melissa Seeley, a 21-year-old 
plastics engineering junior from 
Hampstead, N.H., agrees. "It's so 
hard to come up with money 
while in school," says Seeley, 
who was given funds from the 
James Dandeneau '79 Family 
Scholarship. "Personally, I play 

Continued on Page 2 
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Six 'Smart Classrooms' Created in 
UML's Dugan Hall This Year 


T he number of technically 
enhanced classrooms in the 
University grew larger this 
year with the introduction of six 
"smart classrooms" in Dugan Hall 
on UML South. 

The six have been equipped 
with podiums, called "Smart 
Sympodiums," that have DVD / 
VCR, PC, document camera and 
laptop / powerpoint/ thumb drive 
capability The instructor works 
from the podium's computer screen 
which is operated by a mouse in 
four of the rooms and by touch¬ 
screen method in the other two. 

The six second-floor rooms also 
have been completely remodeled 
with new flooring, ceilings, newly 
painted walls and upgraded heat¬ 
ing and air conditioning systems. 

"I love the new classrooms," 
says English Prof. Marlowe Miller. 
"I'm using Wikis (a collection of 
web pages that enables anyone 
who accesses it to contribute or 
modify content) in all my classes. 
Every day we access the Wiki to 
keep class notes (no more chalk¬ 
boards), view images and videos, 
and discuss posted material. 

"In my writing classes, we can 
access a text together, analyze it, 
edit it, modify it—do whatever we 
want. Imagine what you can learn 
from the process of seeing a text 
improve before your eyes. I'd feel 
lost without the new classrooms 


now." 

Tom Costello, interim Chief 
Technology Officer, says, "We have 
more than 80 technically enhanced 
classrooms now and we look for¬ 
ward to creating more of them. The 
world is changing. No longer do 
we have the traditional classrooms 
where students sit at their desks 
and look at a blackboard as they 
did in the 19th century. Today, stu¬ 
dents and faculty are coming to 
class with computer notebooks." 

The podiums in the smart 
classrooms are equipped with a 
document camera that is similar in 
operation to an overhead projector 
but which doesn't require the use 
of transparencies. The camera can 
project images from hard copies 
such as text documents or draw¬ 
ings, and the instructor can create 
an "instant slide show" by string¬ 
ing together a series of images. 

The system, which also has 
integrated sound, also gives the 
instructor the ability to save and 
play previous lectures. 

"The faculty can use all the 
tools all the time," says Mike 
Lucas, coordinator of distance 
learning, who helped design and 
equip the new rooms. 

The smart classrooms were 
used this year by faculty from the 
English, Art and Nursing depart¬ 
ments. 


Continued from Page 1 

Green Team/ Just Named, Will Meet 
Soon to Target Initiatives 


"To have the participation, as we 
do, from throughout the University 
community is going to be essential in 
creating a sustainable environment 
for the success of this initiative," says 
Lemoine. "This is a very encouraging 
beginning." 

The full roster of Green Team 
members is as follows: 

Chief Information Officer Tom 
Costello, Sponsor; Lemoine and 
Facilities Director, Tim Miliano, co¬ 
chairs; Peter Bergeron, 


Environmental Health & Safety; Jeff 
Bodwell, Physical Plant; Janet Clark, 
Toxics Use Reduction Institute; James 
Kohl, Director of Residence Life; 

Tony Koumantzelis, Student Affairs; 
Sandra Seitz, Public Affairs; Chris 
Monti, Director, Aramark; John 
Murphy, Superintendent of Grounds; 
Nick Piscitello, Residence Life; Joe 
Raymond, Physical Plant; Allison 
Richards, Purchasing; Peter Murray, 
Athletics; Karen Roehr, 

Art Department; David Turcotte, 
Center for Family, 
Work and Community; 
Pat Vaillancourt, 
Purchasing; Anna 
Isaak Ross, Art 
Department; and 
students Colleen 
Phalan, Luois DeVito, 
Cailey Watson and 
David Koffman. 

-GD 



▲ Rich Lemoine, right, UML assistant director of Environmental 
Health and Safety, and Facilities Director Tom Miliano, are co-chairs 
of the newly-appointed Green Team. 
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Online Learning Helps Health Programs Expand 


"The number of students in the 
program was 20 last year and now 
it's about 80," Volicer says. 

She says improvements in tech¬ 
nology are making the connection 
between student and instructor easi¬ 
er to forge online. Volicer started out 
with software that allowed only a 
text-based chat with students. Now, 
she's able to hold interactive audio 
discussions. "It's like a conference 
call," she says, where everyone can 
talk via computer rather than typing 
questions and responses. Particularly 
for students who aren't fast typists, 
the change is a big improvement. 

Assoc. Prof. A. James Lee, who 
teaches in the health management 
and policy graduate program, used 
$75,000 from a grant to UMass from 
the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation to 
rework the health care management 
and policy program into a blended 
format. 

The result: the program has 
grown more than 300 percent in a 
year, Lee says, with more students 
from outside the immediate Lowell 
area able to enroll because of the con¬ 
venience. In-classroom instruction is 
held a few times a semester on a 
Saturday morning, so there's no 


after-work rush to campus for stu¬ 
dents. The online portion is offered 
in the evening, after they've had a 
chance to get home from work, have 
dinner and relax a bit before they 
engage in learning. 

Spinney started the master's 
program when it was taught only 
in the classroom, but since the intro¬ 
duction of blended courses, she's 
been able to finish her degree earlier 
than planned because she doesn't 
have to go to class in person as often. 
When she is in the classroom, she 
says, she's able to network with 
fellow students. 

Both Lee and Volicer say they 
enjoy teaching in the new formats. 

"I love it," Volicer says, adding 
that she particularly enjoys blended 
classes because that format enables 
her to meet the students in person at 
least a few times during the semester. 
However, she adds, online-only 
courses let her teach students 
who live anywhere in the world— 
although she has to be mindful 
that they may be in different time 
zones when she's scheduling online 
discussions. 

-CG 
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70 Plastics Engineering Students 
Receive Scholarships 


field hockey, which provides some 
financial scholarship as well, but 
adding field hockey to an already 
busy schedule makes it even more 
difficult for me to work. That's 
why my parents and I really appre¬ 
ciate the scholarship from the 
Dandeneau family, which helps pay 
for my tuition. Luckily, I've been 
able to earn this award every year." 
She expects to graduate in 2009. 

"I'm very honored to receive 
the Eamonn Hobbs '80 Family 
Scholarship," says Tewksbury 
senior Alison Dischino. "Anything 
that can help pay for tuition is very 
much appreciated." Dischino, who 


is scheduled to graduate this May, 
plans to pursue her master's degree 
at the University. 

"Raising funds for scholarships 
is one of our departmental priori¬ 
ties," says Malloy. "My dream 
would be to provide scholarships 
for all plastics engineering students 
who maintain an appropriate GPA." 

For more information about 
the department's undergraduate 
scholarship opportunities, visit 
www.uml.edu/ college / engineer¬ 
ing / Plastics / undergrad / Current_ 
Students.html. 

—EA 



▲ Plastics engineering students who received scholarships this academic year. 
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Commencement Eve Dinner Introduces 
Honorary Degree Recipients 



First-ever Event Also 
Serves As Scholarship 
Fundraiser 

his year, for the first time, the 
University will host a reception 
and dinner on the night before 
commencement during which the 
honorary degree recipients, a distin¬ 
guished alumnus and student award 
recipients will be acknowledged. 

Tickets for the event, which also 
serves as a scholarship fundraiser, 
are $100 per person. 

Attendees are invited to join 
Chancellor Marty Meehan, com¬ 
mencement speaker U.S. Sen. 

John Kerry and the honored guests 
at the dinner, which will be held on 
Friday, May 30, from 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
at Allen House on Solomont Way 
on UML South. 

The honorary degree recipients 
are Gururaj // Desh ,, Deshpande, co¬ 
founder and chairman of Sycamore 
Networks, Inc.; Charlayne Hunter- 
Gault, an award-winning journalist 
whose career spans more than four 


decades; Mary Jo Leahey, a 1937 
graduate of the College of Music at 
the State Teachers College at Lowell, 
one of the University's predecessor 
institutions; Gerald Martone '79, 
director of Humanitarian Affairs at 
the International Rescue Committee; 
and Edward O. Wilson, professor 
emeritus at Harvard University, 
where he taught for four decades and 
received both of its college-wide 
teaching awards. 

"We are honored to have such a 
distinguished group of honorees this 
year," says Meehan. "The honorary 
degree recipients represent the very 
best—some who have received the 
highest honors in their respective 
fields as well as some of our most 
exceptional alumni who offer a 
wonderful example of the impact 
that UMass Lowell can have on 
someone's life." 


The University will honor 
Thomas O'Connor, president and 
CEO of DCP Midstream, with the 
Distinguished Alumni Award. 
O'Connor, who holds a bachelor's 
degree in biological science and a 
master's degree in environmental sci¬ 
ence from the University, has created 
two endowed funds at UML. 

The commencement exercises 
will begin at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
May 31, at the Tsongas Arena. Some 
2,000 graduates will receive bache¬ 
lor's, master's and doctoral degrees. 

In a change from recent years, 
the names of all graduates will be 
called at the ceremony. Following 
the general commencement, individ¬ 
ual colleges will host receptions for 
graduating students and their guests. 



Prof. Bell's Work 
to Air on PBS 


A Historically, the Faubourg Treme neigh¬ 
borhood adjacent to the New Orleans 
French Quarter was home to the most 
prosperous and politically active black 
community in North America. Five years 
ago, before Hurricane Katrina devastated 
the city, UMass Lowell History Professor 
Caryn Cosse Bell began work as research 
director on a film project chronicling 
the neighborhoods rich culture. The 
completed documentary, "Faubourg Treme: 
The Untold Story of Black New Orleans," 
produced by Pulitzer Prize-winning 
musician Wynton Marsalis and filmmakers 
Dawn Logsdon and Lolis Elie, is debuting 
this month at New York's Tribeca Film 
Festival and the San Francisco 
International Film Festival. It will appear 
on public broadcasting stations across 
the country beginning in February 2009. 



UMass Lowell Launches New 
Bike-Sharing Program 


'Rec-Cycles' Supports 
Healthy Campus Campaign 
to Improve Fitness 

T ransportation around UMass 
Lowell's campuses got a fresh 
look this spring with the March 
24 kickoff of Rec-Cycles, a new bike¬ 
sharing program. 

Faculty, staff and students can 
borrow a bike, helmet and lock for a 
day from the Campus Recreation 
Center. Since the program launched, 
bikes have been checked out more 
than 175 times. 

Rec-Cycles is a project of the 
Healthy Campus campaign, funded 
as a dean's signature initiative of the 
School of Health and Environment in 
collaboration with the Campus 
Recreation Center and the Facilities 
Office. Rec-Cycles is head¬ 
ed by Deirdra Murphy, 
assistant professor of 
physical therapy, and 
Peter Murray, director of 
campus recreation. 

"Bike-sharing on cam¬ 
pus can save time, help 
the environment and elim¬ 
inate parking problems - 
while users increase physi¬ 
cal activity and improve 
their health," says 
Murphy. "Rec-Cycles is 
also just one part of a 
coordinated effort to 
encourage walking and 
biking on campus. 


improve nutrition and reduce obesi¬ 
ty. We think this model can be 
expanded to other campuses and 
communities." 

"I have to say that I am really 
excited about the program," says 
Murray. "It has been a lot of work to 
keep the bikes in working order, but 
the students seem to really like the 
program and that makes it all worth¬ 
while." 

So far, most of the bikes have 
been borrowed by students, and 
Murphy and Murray say they're 
working on ways to draw more fac¬ 
ulty and staff users. Both also say 
they'd like to not only expand the 
program to include a checkout center 
on each campus, but also encourage 
more people to use bicycles to com¬ 
mute to and from campus, whether 
for work or classes. 



A The new Rec-Cycles program held a ribbon-cutting event on 
March 24 at the Campus Recreation Center. Shown here, from 
left, are Peter Murray; Cynthia Ferrara, assistant professor of 
physical therapy; Christine Hannus, a doctoral student in physical 
therapy; Deirdra Murphy; Julie Brodie, senior health education 
student; School of Health and Environment Dean David Wegman; 
and Alana Runge, a doctoral student in physical therapy. 
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A Bird's Eye View at 
UMass Lowell 

and tall buildings and structures 
in heavily urbanized areas. Unlike 
eagles and hawks, which prey 
mainly on fish, small 
mammals and reptiles, 
falcons prefer mostly 
small birds like blue 
jays, starlings, doves 
and robins. The falcon 
swoops down on an 
unsuspecting bird in 
flight, knocks it over 
and then catches it in ^ The female 
mid-air with its razor- nesting on the 
sharp talons. That's 2007. Photo by 
why a number of half-eaten bird 
carcasses can be seen littered across 
the roof of Fox Hall. 

The Commonwealth considers 
peregrine falcons as "endangered," 
so it's illegal to harass, hunt, capture 
or harm them in any way, says 
Erik Amati, a biologist from the 
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries 
and Wildlife's Northeast District in 
Acton. "As of 2007, there are only 14 
known breeding pairs in the state," 
he says. "Two of these currently nest 
in Mount Tom and Mount Sugarloaf 
in the Connecticut River Valley, 
while the rest can be found in the 
cities of Amherst, Boston, Fall River, 
Lawrence, Lowell, Springfield 
and Worcester." 

The peregrines' hideaway at Fox 
was discovered by accident last year 
when workers tried to attach a large 
banner to the side of the building. 
"The falcons, which are highly terri¬ 
torial, took turns attacking the 
intruders," says Edward Smith of the 
University's Facilities Department. 



At the time, the female had laid 
eggs on a bare bed of gravel on the 
roof, but the eggs didn't hatch. "It 
was too cold and too damp because 
of our wet weather," says Amati. "In 
February this year we provided a 
nest box so the eggs are not exposed 
to the elements too much and thus 
increase the chicks' odds of survival. 

Having them nest in the 
box means that we have 
them in a spot where we 
can easily access them." 

A webcam 
was also installed 
recently on the roof to 
continuously monitor 
the nest. You can 
watch the webcast at 
http://129.63.200.203/ 
view/ index3.shtml. 

Amati, together with wildlife 
technician Stephen Wright, checked 
the nest on April 24 and found a 
clutch of four eggs. If all goes well, 
the eggs are expected to hatch 
around mid-May. Amati plans to 
return in June to put identification 
bands around the fledglings' legs. 

-EA 


peregrine falcon 
roof of Fox Hall in 
David Goodine. 



A State biologist Erik Amati with the nest 
box he built for the peregrines. The box was 
installed on the roof in February by a 
University-hired commercial contractor 
called Falcon Services. 
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Nanotechnology 
Revolution Showcased 


Summit Participants 
Hear the Nano Buzz 

C lose to 200 people had a first¬ 
hand look at the exciting 
research work that UML facul¬ 
ty and students are conducting in 
nanomanufacturing and nan¬ 
otechnology during the third 
annual Nanomanufacturing 
Summit on April 17. More than 
50 posters were presented by 
over 30 researchers from UMass 
Lowell, as well as allied institu¬ 
tions and industry partners such 
as Northeastern University, the 
University of New Hampshire, 

Seoul National University of 
Technology and the U.S. Army 
Natick Soldier Center. Many of 
them were on hand to answer 
questions. 

Russ Gaudiana of Konarka 
Technologies gave this year's 
keynote address, while Prof. Joey 
Mead, one of the co-directors 
(along with Profs. Carol Barry 
and Julie Chen) of the 
Nanomanufacturing Center at 
UMass Lowell, announced the 
formation of a new consortium 
affiliated with the National 
Science Foundation Center for 
High-Rate Nanomanufacturing 
(CHN). Called the CHN 
Nano materials and Health 
Consortium, the group would 
focus on health, safety, environ¬ 
mental and liability issues in the 
fabrication, handling, storage 
and disposal of nanomaterials. 

(For more information about the 
CHN-NHC, contact Lois Heath at 
ext. 3188; Lois_Heath@uml.edu.) 

Mead also gave an overview 
presentation on the various facets 
of nanomanufacturing while Prof. 
Michael Ellenbecker of the Work 
Environment Department discussed 
environmental health and safety. 
Other speakers included Prof. 

James Whitten of the Chemistry 
Department, who talked about bio¬ 
chemical sensors, and Assoc. Prof. 
Christopher Niezrecki of the 
Mechanical Engineering Department, 
who tackled structural health moni¬ 
toring of nanomaterials. 


A new feature at this year's sum¬ 
mit at Wannalancit Mill included 
tutorials on technology innovation 
and commercialization conducted by 
Asst. Prof. Steven Tello of the 
Management Department, and on 
materials characterization by Dr. Jun 
Lee of the Nanomanufacturing 
Center. 


At the close of the program a 
raffle was held to give attendees a 
chance to win an iPod Nano. Richard 
Donahue, a business development 
manager at PTC company, was the 
lucky winner. 

For more information about the 
summit, visit www.uml.edu/nano/. 
For details on research collaboration 
opportunities, contact Dr. George 
Kachen, director of UML Nanomanu¬ 
facturing Center's Research & 
Technology Development, at ext. 
4654; George_Kachen@uml.edu. 



A Prof. Joey Mead, right, of the UML 
Nanomanufacturing Center talks to the University's 
new provost. Dr. Ahmed Abdelal, as Dr. Ming Wei, cen¬ 
ter, of the Plastics Engineering Department looks on. 



A Subhadeep Mukherjee, Fan Gao and Asst. Prof. 
Zhiyong Gu of the Chemical Engineering Department 
seen with their poster on "Lead-Free Nanosolders for 
Nanoelectronics Assembly and Packaging." 


Urban Village Arts Series 
Releases First CD 


Recording Features 
Variety of Live Artist 
Performances 

H undreds of people packed 
the rooms of the Revolving 
Museum in downtown Lowell 
to celebrate the release of the first 
Urban Village Arts Series (UVAS) 
CD, "The Best of UVAS '07-'08." 
UVAS is a free, monthly event held 
in the National Park Visitor Center 
theater, with each show featuring 
novelists, nonfiction writers, sculp¬ 
tors, filmmakers, painters, poets, 
musicians and other artists. 

The double CD features live 
performances of poets, musicians, 
authors, singers and other artists of 
varying specialties who have per¬ 
formed at UVAS over the last year. It 
was recorded, engineered and pro¬ 
duced by sound recording technolo¬ 


gy students Rebecca ZuWallack 
and Erh-Chuan Lai. The CD cover, 
posters and T-shirts were designed 
by UML alumnus Brian Wiles, and 
English major Eric Hultgren provid¬ 
ed the CD liner notes. 

UMass Lowell faculty and staff 
featured on the CD include Andre 
Dubus III, assistant professor and 
author of "House of Sand and Fog"; 
Paul Marion, executive director of 
Outreach; and author and University 
publications writer Geoffrey 
Douglas. 

The bluegrass band and UVAS 
veteran performer Hot Day at the 
Zoo provided musical entertainment 
for the evening, and Lowell poet 
Ryan Gallagher ended the night 
with a reading from his works. 

CDs are available for $10. For 
more information on how to buy a 
copy, contact Gigi Thibodeau or 
Todd Avery. 


Artbotics Exhibit is a Winner at 
Revolving Museum 



◄ Joe Sargent Jr., a mechanical 
engineering junior at UMass Lowell, 
created this computer-controlled tic- 
tac-toe game as part of the Artbotics 
exhibit at The Revolving Museum in 
Lowell. About 30 projects made by 
students from the University and 
Lowell High School are on display at 
the museum until the end of the year. 
The Artbotics program, combining 
fine arts, computer science and robot¬ 
ics, is funded by a three-year, $430,000 
grant from the National Science 
Foundation. Visit www.artbotics.org 
for more information. 
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